Renal glomerulus showing basement membrane spikes. Silver stain x 350 (original magnification).
IgG deposition along capillary loops. The features were typical of membranous glomerulonephritis. Treatment with frusemide was started.
Three years later she developed dermatomyositis with periorbital oedema; dusky erythema of the face, trunk, and hands; proximal muscle weakness; and dysphagia. The serum concentration of creatinine phosphokinase was 290 U/I (10-60), aldolase 3-6 U/I (0-5-3 0), and lactate dehydrogenase 760 U/l (50-220). The proteinuria had diminished to 0 7 g/24 h, and serum concentration of albumin was 29 g/l, urea 9 mmol/l (54 mg/100 ml), creatinine 105 ,jmol/l (1.1 mg/100 ml), and ESR 60 mm in 1 h. Antinuclear antibody was not detected. A chest radiograph was normal but lung tomography showed a 1-cm opacity in the right mid-zone. An oat cell tumour was later resected with the upper lobe. Preoperative treatment with prednisone and azathioprine dramatically improved the dermatomyositis and this improvement was sustained when the drugs were stopped postoperatively.
Comment
The presence of both membranous glomerulonephritis and dermatomyositis in a cigarette smoker strongly suggested an underlying malignancy. Membranous nephropathy is thought to be an immune complex disease. The renal lesion in this patient may have resulted from the deposition of immune complexes induced by the tumour.' Circulating immune complexes tend to be found early in the course of malignant disease and an associated nephropathy may precede the discovery of a tumour by over one year. Current trends in contraception Recent evidence1 2 of mortality and morbidity among women taking oral contraceptives has been widely and often sensationally reported in the press. Fortunately this was countered by the clear, balanced recommendations of the presidents of the Royal College of General Practitioners and the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.3 To assess the impact of these developments we analysed the contraceptive trends over the last four years in a large family planning clinic in our area.
Methods and results
The Palatine Centre is the largest family planning clinic in the Manchester area, with 11 000 first-visit patients and a total of 26 000 consultations each year. The contraceptive trends during the years 1975-8 inclusive, which covered the relevant period, were analysed. The age grouping of first-visit patients each year ( 
